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High Levels of Learning for All Students

Dear Parents and Patrons of Coupeville Schools,

 School is back in session and it is wonderful to 
have students attending class again. School year 
2017/18 looks to be a very exciting year and we are 
pleased that our middle school is now a separate 
institution from the high school with a dedicated 
school principal, counselor, and secretary. The 
middle school administration offices are now 
located adjacent to the Performing Arts Center, 
just as you enter the front doors. Middle level 
student learning is very important and this specific 
change demonstrates the level of commitment 
that we have for students in grades 6-8.  

We are also pleased to share that 71 out of 72 
students graduated from the class of 2017. We will 
continue to strive for a 100% graduation rate. More 
student performance data can be found on page 
2 and 3, and in the report card section on the OSPI 
website http://www.k12.wa.us/. 
   Phase 2 of the capital improvements project is very 
near completion. Mickey Clark Field grandstand 
is scheduled for assembly during the month of

October. Phase 3 is also underway. The elementary 
school Multi-Purpose Room (MPR) addition 
architectural and engineering plans are ready for 
contractor bidding to begin in October 2017. It is 
anticipated that construction will commence this 
winter and conclude at the end of August 2018.   
   You may have also noticed that the legislature 
was able to finish its work with changes to the school 
funding formula beginning school year 2018/19. 
Terms such as per pupil funding, enrichment levies, 
and basic education are important for parents and 
patrons to know and understand. As we prepare 
for these changes in funding, I would invite you 
to attend one of this year’s State of the School 
Addresses. Several dates, times, and locations will 
be published later during the school year. 
   Finally, I hope you and your student(s) have a 
wonderful school year.

Dr. Jim Shank, 
Superintendent

Coupeville School District
501 S. Main St
Coupeville, WA 98239 



Welcome New Teachers District Report Card

Each Fall the school district publishes information 
about our staff, school, and student achievment 
detailed on this page and also available on the Office 
of the Superintendent of Public Instruction website:

h t tp : / / repor tcard .osp i . k12 .wa.us/ summary .
aspx?year=2016-17&schoolId=93&reportLevel=District
&yrs=2016-17

Rändi has been a Special Education Para Educator 
in Washington for many years and then an Art 
teacher while living in Texas.  After earning her 
teaching certificate. She started her career as a 
substitute and now has jumped into Kindergarten. 
Rändi comes from and has a large family so she 
embraces her quiet reading/painting moments. 
She loves to collect anything she can paint, 
decorate or change.

2

Katie Hasenoehrl
1st Grade Teacher
Elementary School

Katie is originally from Bend, Oregon but has moved 
around a bit. She graduated from Linfield  College 
in McMinnville, Oregon and then went on to teach 
1st grade in Pensacola, Florida and Salem, Oregon. 
Katie likes to backpack. REI is her main hang out 
place. Fun fact - Katie’s last name means one 
bunny ear in German.

Kayla Mefferd
1st Grade Teacher
Elementary School 

Rändi Eaton 
Kindergarten Teacher
Elementary School

High School and Middle School Music teacher, 
Jamar Jenkins, getting prepared for the first day 
of school. 

Kayla’s husband is in the Navy and they are originally 
from Pennsylvania. They were stationed in Oak 
Harbor for seven years from 2007-14. She graduated 
with her B.A. in Early Childhood Education from 
Western Washington University in Bellingham. Kayla 
taught in the Mount Vernon School District for three 
years, (Kindergarten, 1st, and 2nd) then moved to 
Pensacola, Florida from 2014-17. She taught 3rd 
grade at S.S. Dixon Intermediate School in Pace, 
Florida for two years. They have moved back to 
Oak Harbor and she is excited to be teaching 1st 
grade at CES. She has two children, a  four year old 
son and a 10 month old daughter. Kayla’s hobbies 
are playing with her kids, gardening, hiking, and 
finding crabs at the beach with her son.



District Report Card 
(Continued)

Welcome New Teachers

District Information
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Kristin moved to Washington from Phoenix, 
Arizona three years ago. She received her B.A. 
from Arizona State University, and a Master’s in 
Elementary Education from Ottawa University. This 
is her first year teaching 1st grade. Kristin’s hobbies 
include cooking, baking, watching football, hiking 
and exploring with her kids. Fun fact - she was a 
lifeguard/swim instructor for 10 years. 

Kristin Wagner
1st Grade Teacher
Elementary School

Kerry Western
Kindergarten Teacher 

Elementary School

Kerry is so excited to teach Kindergarten this year! 
She is from Arizona, where she taught Kindergarten 
for a couple of years. She stepped out of the 
classroom to begin her family. Now that they are 
all in school, she is ready to get back into the 
classroom. Kerry has been married for 19 years 
and has three children. Kerry loves all things Disney, 
baking and walking the Kettles Trail with her family.

Ashleigh Witmer 
Special Ed Teacher
Elementary School

Ashleigh is coming from Liberty Lake, Washington 
next to the Idaho border. She graduated from BYU-
Idaho July 2015 with her Early Childhood Special 
Education degree. This is her first year teaching. She 
loves to bake and spend time with her two year old 
and six month old. Ashleigh’s dream is to someday 
own a bakery.



4

Coupeville Farm to School is excited for another 
school year in the Coupeville School District.

The garden space at the elementary school is utilized 
by all grades, classes, and students for outdoor 
learning. The expansion to middle school is happening 
this school year. Students learn about a wide variety of 
topics to expand their knowledge of plants, animals, 
vegetables, and healthy food choices. We thank the 
community for their support of the program. 

Farm to SchoolWelcome New Teachers 

Alex was born and raised in Great Falls, Montana 
and recently moved to Whidbey Island from 
Wyoming to be closer to family. She has degrees 
in both Psychology and English from the University 
of Montana in Missoula, and taught high school 
English in Thermopolis, Wyoming for the past five 
years. Reading, writing, and walking her giant fluffy 
dog, Zelda are some of her favorite pastimes. Alex is 
excited to explore beaches and walks on Whidbey!

Brad Sherman 
Full-Time Substitute 

Brad lives in Coupeville with his family and was a 
Coupeville HS Graduate in 2003. He has a B.A. from 
Western Washington University in 2007 and a Master’s 
in Teaching (Social Sciences) from Western Governor’s 
University in 2017. Prior to working in Coupeville, 
Brad worked in Government Relations at WWU, was 
a Legislative Aide at Washington State House of 
Representatives, and a Policy Analyst at Washington 
State House of Representatives. He enjoys spending 
time with his wife, three little boys (just welcomed twin 
boys in June), and their yellow lab.  His hobbies are 
coaching (basketball, football) and playing golf.  

Enrollment

For three years the district has seen steady 
enrollment. As of Friday, September 8, 919 full-time 
students are enrolled. This is nine students over the 
budgeted student number for 2017-18.

Alex McLean
English Teacher
Middle School 
High School

Marie Shaw 
Physical Therapist

Marie is originally from Illinois but moved to Seattle 
27 years ago. She worked in Seattle Schools then 
Shoreline Schools as a pediatric physical therapist. 
Marie moved to Whidbey 11 years ago and has been 
working at Whidbey Health as a physical therapist. She 
received her PT degree at the University of Chicago, 
Illinois and her MPT at the Univeristy of Washington. 
Marie enjoys being with friends/family, backpacking, 
hiking, biking, walking, traveling, reading and birding.  



Phase 2 - Capital Improvements  
Construction Results

Again, thank you voters for supporting the capital 
improvement projects during the special election 
in April of 2015. The work continues and Phase 2 is 
nearly complete. Of the seven projects scheduled 
this past summer, only the Mickey Clark Field 
grandstands have been delayed beyond the 
start of the school year. We are optimistic that 
construction will be finished by the end of October. 
Manufacturing and shipping schedules impacted 
the completion date and have caused another fall 
sports season of alternative seating arrangements. 
If you have had the opportunity to attend a soccer 
match or football game, you may have seen the 
foundations for the grandstands fully prepared to 
support the beams, benches, rails, roof, and press 
box. 

In other construction and facility improvement news, we are pleased to report that the middle school floor 
and roof are fresh and brand new. The elementary school office HVAC system has been updated and the 
tennis courts have been resurfaced. The new soccer practice field has been planted with hydro seed and has 
been growing with the assistance of a new automatic irrigation system. The new track shed is doing a great 
job keeping the new track equipment dry and secure. The baseball and softball teams also have new storage 
sheds and a new baseball scoreboard is ready for this spring. New LED lighting has been installed in the high 
school and middle school gyms providing efficient and improved light. The high school and maintenance 
building roofs have been repaired along with the installation of a new transformer. Also, new middle school 
restroom fixtures have been installed in each of the student restrooms.

Looking ahead to Phase 3, architectural and engineering plans for the Multi-Purpose Room (MPR) addition 
are 95% finished. After a successful bidding process, we project the work on the new gym, restrooms, and 
concession stand will begin this winter. Please note that a construction zone will be established for safety. We 
anticipate that the areas around the MPR will be closed with a safe student access corridor to and from the 
current gym and lunch room. Parking will be slightly altered. The completion date for this project is the last week 
of August 2018.   
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Welcome New Staff
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Geoff Kappes
Principal
Middle School 

Geoff and his family moved to this beautiful island 
from the deserts of Western Idaho (Boise area) where 
he was the Vice Principal at West Middle School in 
Nampa. He has a B.A. in Education, a Master’s 
in Educational Technology, and a Master’s in 
Educational Leadership. Geoff taught middle school 
for 11 years (including three here in Coupeville) 
before moving into administration. He has served as 
both a Dean of Students and Vice Principal.  Geoff 
was born and raised in Michigan and lived in New 
Orleans for a number of years. He is a  diehard New 
Orleans Saints fan, so don’t expect to see a 12 in 
his office. He enjoys running, home remodeling, 
road trips, and exploring the outdoors with his two 
little boys. Geoff is very excited about the coming 
adventures at Coupeville Middle School!  It is going 
to be a great year!

Shelly graduated from Central Washington University 
with a B.A. in IDS-Social Sciences, with a Minor in 
Law & Justice, in 2012. She has been working as a 
substitute for the Coupeville School District since 
February 2013. Her family consists of her husband of 
one month, her amazing daughter (Raechel, a senior 
at Coupeville High School), and their two rescue 
pets. Shelly enjoys spending time with her family 
and friends, volunteering, listening to music, riding 
dirt bikes, and watching football. Shelly especially 
enjoys traveling and had the opportunity to spend 
a week in Tokyo with her family last year. Australia is 
next on her list. She is thankful to work for Coupeville 
Elementary.

Erick Westphal
Bus Driver 

Transportation

Vicki Owen-Gailey
Fiscal Assistant
District Office

Vicki is coming to us from Sunnyside Washington She 
worked eight years for the Sunnyside School District 
as a Human Resource Assistant. Vicki loves to travel, 
cook, go antiquing and shopping. Vicki is newly 
married as of April and is one of nine kids. She loves 
glitter & bling, and has two beautiful daughters.  

Lisa Yoder
Secretary
Middle School 

Shelly LaRue
Secretary

Elementary School 

Lisa is a native Washingtonian with the past 17 years 
living in Oak Harbor.  She has worked for 15 years in 
school districts, nine of those in middle school. Her 
hobbies are paper crafts, painting furniture and 
fishing. Lisa loves the beach, rain or shine, it does not 
matter to her!

Erick lives in Freeland with his wife.  They are both 
community oriented and have been involved in Big 
Brothers/Big Sisters and has directed HS & MS drama 
plays and improv. Last spring he started driving 
school bus, but prior to that drove fire trucks as part 
of the maintenance department for South Whidbey 
Fire. Erick’s hobbies are flying kites and spending time 
with his wife - he says yes to all of her adventures! He 
loves the warmth the staff of CSD shows to students 
and staff alike. 



Visit us at our website
coupeville.k12.wa.us 

or our facebook
www.facebook.com/csd204 7

The Community Foundation for Coupeville Public Schools kicked off the school year with a middle school 
parent and Foundation board member, James Steller, attempting a run all the way around Whidbey Island, 
a mere 160 miles!  James raised about 15,000 dollars with his effort – an effort that landed him in the hospital 
after two days and 100 miles of running. In an amazing display of community support, a group of James’ 
friends finished the last 60 miles on the third day. The Coupeville community is an amazing community and 
the Foundation is proud to be a conduit for their support of Coupeville schools. James superhuman effort to 
raise money is a shining example of that spirit.

Money raised by the Foundation goes to support teacher projects, provide college scholarships, and 
support Coupeville students financially so they can fully participate in school. For example, the first round 
of applications for grants completed September 29th and results will be announced soon. We are always 
amazed at the creativity and enthusiasm of Coupeville teachers!

One way to support the Foundation that is much more fun than running 160 miles is to participate in our Dine-
Outs. Many local restaurants donate a portion of their proceeds on a designated day to the Foundation.   
You help us by dining out! A much more pleasant task than running 160 miles!  

Here is the schedule so far for Dine-Outs this year:

October 19  Ciao
November 16  Oystercatcher
November 18  Salty Mug
January 19         Coupeville Bistro
February 22  Pizza Factory
March 12  Front Street Grill
April 5   Christopher’s
April 28   Knead and Feed
June 14   Kapaw’s

Please put these dates on your calendar!  You can keep abreast of dine-outs and other activities (we have 
shop-outs, too!) at our website www.4coupevilleschools.org.  You can learn about the projects we support 
and other exciting things going on in Coupeville schools.  

Hope to see you at Ciao on the 19th!  

The Community Foundation for Public Schools 



The district newsletter is published  
at least three times per year by  

Coupeville School District No. 204.

Board of Directors
Kathleen Anderson       Chris Chan
Glenda Merwine           Christine Sears

Venessa Matros

Laurence Boado,
 Student Representative

Superintendent - Dr. Jim Shank

Fall 2017
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Coupeville School District No. 204
501 South Main Street
Coupeville WA 98239

360.678.2400
http://www.coupeville.k12.wa.us

The district provides equal educational opportunity and treatment in all programs 
and employment and does not discriminate on the basis of sex, race, creed, 
religion, color, national origin, age, honorably-discharged veteran or military 
status, sexual orientation (gender expression or identity), marital status, the 
presence of any sensory, mental or physical disability, or the use of a trained 
dog guide or service animal by a person with a disability. The district provides the 
Boy Scouts of America, and all other designated youth groups listed in Title 36 of 
the United States Code as a patriotic society, equal access to school facilities.

The District Newsletter is also available online at coupeville.k12.wa.us

Upcoming Dates
November 9, 11, 17,  and 18
High School Drama Production, PAC, 6:30 p.m.

November 10
Veteran’s Day Observed ~ NO SCHOOL

November 9 and 16
Elementary School Only 1/2 DAY ~ EARLY RELEASE

November 21 and 22
CES Parent/Teacher Conferences
CMS Parent/Teacher Conferences
CHS Parent/Teacher Conferences

November 21-23 
All Schools 1/2 DAY ~ EARLY RELEASE

November 23 and 24
Thanksgiving Holiday ~ NO SCHOOL

Parents with concerns about their child’s development 
are invited to register for a free screening provided by 
Coupeville School District’s Special Education team. This 
is for any child who has completed their third birthday, 
but not yet enrolled in kindergarten.

Upcoming screenings are (by appointment only):

October 20
November 17
December 15

January 19

For more information or to schedule an appointment, 
please call 360-678-2404.

Our Coupeville School Board
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Child Find Screenings


